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Claims 1-15 have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 7 appears to be 
inadvertently dependent on claim 7 rather than claim 6. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2, 3, and 6-1 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 2 recites "said input means to input data is a computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a wireless telephone with input means and an Internet Appliance." However, claim 1, 
from which claim 2 depends, only recites a single input means rather than a plurality of input 
means. Therefore, it is unclear how a plurality of different input means can make up the single 
recited input means. For examination purposes, the Examiner will interpret the limitation of 
claim 2 to recite said input means as one of the those listed. 

5. Claim 3 recites the limitation "said means of communication is the Internet Protocol." 
Since there is more than one type of Internet protocol, such as HTTP and FTP, it is unclear 
what particular protocol this is referring to. 

6. Claim 6 recites the limitation "said scheduled of appointments" at step (f). The claim 
does not previously recite a plurality of appointments, scheduled or otherwise. For examination 
purposes, the Examiner will interpret this limitation as "said scheduled appointment." 
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7. Claims 7-8 contain the same deficiencies as claim 6 through dependency and, as such, 
are rejected for the same reasons. 

8. Claim 9 recites the limitation "said predetermined prescription drugs requiring utilization 
review" at step (e). There is no previous recitation of prescription drugs requiring utilization 
review. Therefore, there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claims 11-15 contain the same deficiencies as claim 9 through dependency and, as 
such, are rejected for the same reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 1 . Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Liff et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,283,322. 

12. As per claim 1 , Liff teaches a medical drug prescription health care management system 
comprising: (a) input means for entering data identifying each of a predetermined plurality of 
persons (see column 17, lines 60-64); (b) a data memory interconnected with said input means, 
said data memory including an identification of predetermined medical prescription drugs 
requiring utilization review (see column 18, line 64 - column 19, line 1 1 ); (c) payment means 
(see column 16, lines 55-59); (d) means in communication with said input means responsive to 
input of data through said input means symbolic of prescription drugs of one of said 
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predetermined plurality of persons of a proposed mode of treatment for said one of said 
predetermined plurality of persons (see column 19, lines 35-49) and, when said proposed mode 
of treatment includes one of said predetermined prescription drugs requiring utilization review, 
for producing indicia thereof and for preventing selection therefore until said utilization review 
has been obtained and data indicative thereof has been entered in said system (see column 20, 
lines 1-5); and (e) said predetermined plurality of persons are patients of medical doctors (see 
column 2, lines 8-14). 

1 3. As per claim 2, Liff teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Liff further 
teaches said input means to input data is a computer (see column 5, lines 59-63). 

1 4. As per claim 3, Liff teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Liff further 
teaches said means of communication is an Internet protocol (see column 23, lines 16-23). 

1 5. As per claim 5, Liff teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Liff further 
teaches said prescription drug utilization review is determined by said patient's health insurance 
provider (see column 19, lines 22-49). 

16. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by llsen et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 6,757,898. 

17. As per claim 6, llsen teaches a medical drug prescription health care management 
system comprising: (a) input means for entering data identifying each of a predetermined 
plurality of persons (see column 4, liens 57-63); (b) a data memory interconnected with said 
input means, said data memory including an identification of said plurality of persons requiring 
medical attention by a medical doctor (see column 5, lines 28-30); (c) said predetermined 
plurality of persons are patients of medical doctors (see column 5, lines 28-30); (d) payment 
means (See column 1 1 , lines 17-22); (e) input means for scheduling an appointment between 
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said patient and said medical doctor such that said patient need not directly interact with staff at 
said doctor's medical office (see column 5, lines 36-43); (f) means to store said scheduled 
appointment in a data memory (see column 5, lines 31-35); (g) means to notify said patient of 
said scheduled appointment with said doctor and any changes thereof (see column 13, lines 55- 
62). 

18. As per claim 7, llsen teaches the system of claim 6 as described above. Ilsen further 
teaches said input means for scheduling an appointment is the World Wide Web (see column 6, 
lines 21-27). 

19. As per claim 8, llsen teaches the system of claim 7 as described above, llsen further 
teaches said means of notification is sending an electronic-mail message, or a simple-mail 
message to a wireless telephone, or a pager message, or a voice-mail message to a telephone 
mailbox, or a manual interaction with said patient (see column 11, lines 15-38). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

21. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liffetal., U.S. 
Patent No. 6,283,322 in view of Wallace etal., U.S. Patent No. 6,564,121. 

22. As per claim 4, Liff teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Liff does not 
explicitly teach said payment means is credit card payment means. Wallace teaches a 
healthcare management system that includes payment means in the form of credit card 
payment means (see column 3, lines 11-17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
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in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate such payment means into the system of Liff. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate such means for the 
purpose of accommodating user preferences as to payment means for payments not covered 
by insurance payors such as co-payments as is standard and well known in the prescription 
drug environment. 

23. Claims 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over llsen, U.S. 
Patent No. 6,757,898 in view of Liff et al M U.S. Patent No. 6,283,322. 

24. As per claim 9, llsen teaches a medical drug prescription health care management 
system comprising: (a) input means for entering data identifying each of a predetermined 
plurality of persons (see column 4, liens 57-63); (b) a data memory interconnected with said 
input means, said data memory including an identification of said plurality of persons requiring 
medical attention by a medical doctor (see column 5, lines 28-30); (c) said predetermined 
plurality of persons are patients of medical doctors (see column 5, lines 28-30); (d) payment 
means (See column 11, lines 17-22); (e) means in communication with said input means 
responsive to input of data through said input means symbolic of prescription drugs of one of 
said predetermined plurality of persons for a proposed mode of treatment for said one of said 
predetermined plurality of persons (see column 19, lines 41-45); (f) means to communicate said 
selected prescription drug, or plurality thereof to a pharmacy to fill prescription orders for said 
patient (see column 19, lines 41-45); (g) means to notify said patient of said prescription's fill 
status with said pharmacy and any changes thereof (see column 19, lines 51-57); (h) means to 
obtain said pharmacy filled prescription by said patient (see column 30, lines 63-64); (i) means 
to refill said medical drug prescription (see column 19, lines 44-45). 
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25. Ilsen does not explicitly teach producing indicia indicative of prescription drugs requiring 
utilization review, Liff teaches producing indicia indicative of prescription drugs requiring 
utilization review (see column 19, lines 35-49). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate this drug utilization review feature into 
the system of Ilsen. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate 
this feature for the purpose of enhancing the drug prescribing and dispensing features of Ilsen in 
a safe and cost effective manner (see column 2, lines 5-14). 

26. As per claim 1 0, Ilsen in view of Liff teach the system of claim 9 as described above. 
Ilsen further teaches said means to communicate said selected prescription drug to a pharmacy 
is by means of the World Wide Web (see column 6, lines 21-27). 

27. As per claim 1 1 , Ilsen in view of Liff teach the system of claim 9 as described above. 
Ilsen further teaches said means to communicate said selected prescription drug to a pharmacy 
is by means of direct interaction with the pharmacy's order entry database system (see column 
19, lines 45-51). 

28. As per claim 12, Ilsen in view of Liff teach the system of claim 9 as described above. 
Ilsen further teaches said means of notification is sending an electronic-mail message, or a 
simple-mail message to a wireless telephone, or a pager message, or a voice-mail message to 
a telephone mailbox, or a manual interaction with said patient (see column 11, lines 15-38). 

29. As per claim 13, Ilsen in view of Liff teach the system of claim 9 as described above. 
Ilsen further teaches said means to obtain pharmacy filled prescription by said patient is delivery 
means, or pick-up form the pharmacy counter, or pick-up from the pharmacy drive-through 
means (see column 19, lines 51-56). 
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30. As per claim 14, llsen in view of Liff teach the system of claim 9 as described above. 
Ilsen further teaches said refill means is by means of a database automatic timed reminder 
means when said prescription is about to become depleted (see column 20, lines 52-67). 

31 . As per claim 1 5, llsen in view of Liff teach the system of claim 9 as described above, 
llsen further teaches said refill means is by means of said patient placing a refill order for said 
prescription drugs by means of the Internet (see column 6, lines 21-27 and column 19, lines 41- 
45). 

Conclusion 

32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6770. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 

33. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571 ) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

34. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



10/14/05 
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